
Sharon is quick to pay your generosity forward by 
sharing whatever she can with her neighbors in need.  

“They can’t get to St. Mary’s, so if I have a little extra 
food, I give it to them,” she said. “It makes my day that 
you could help others.”

Your continued support today will help make sure other 
Arizonans like Sharon receive nutritious food in their 
time of need. Thank you for your generosity and for 
standing with St. Mary’s Food Bank!

When Sharon and her husband relocated to Arizona, 
they were drawn to the desert landscapes and  

beautiful surroundings. They knew this would be a great 
place to live out their golden years. Though money was  
tight — a real challenge at times — they were getting by.  
Then Sharon’s husband suddenly passed away and her  
world was turned upside down.

Now alone and with just a small fixed monthly income, 
Sharon is living day to day. That’s why she is so grateful  
for St. Mary’s Food Bank — and for generous friends 
like you who care. “God bless you,” she said. “You put 
food in my cabinets because I did not have anything. 
You doing this is tremendous . . . a great thing to do.”

You Have Done a “Great Thing”! 
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FALL 2017
To alleviate hunger through the gathering and distribution of food while 
encouraging self-sufficiency, collaboration, advocacy and education.MISSION  |

“You put food in my cabinets because  
  I did not have anything.”



As a resident of Arizona, you can receive  
a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for your 
donation to St. Mary’s Food Bank — up 
to $400 individually or $800 if you file 
jointly. So, please give generously for  
the sake of our hungry neighbors.

You do NOT have to itemize your federal 
taxes to take advantage of this state tax 
credit. Consult a qualified tax professional 
for advice or to learn more.

Your Holiday Gift to 
St. Mary’s Food Bank 
Comes Back to You

Let’s Talk Turkey
Please join us for St. Mary’s Food Bank’s 
11th Annual Super Saturday Turkey Drive 
on November 18, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. With participation from friends 
like you, we’re hoping to receive enough 
turkeys to meet the tremendous need of 
hungry neighbors this holiday season.

In addition to turkeys, St. Mary’s Food Bank 
will also gladly accept other food donations 
(perishable and nonperishable), as well as 
monetary gifts.

Safeway and 
Albertsons locations. 
Visit our website for 
specific locations.

Visit 
StMarysFoodBank.org 
to learn more!

The Joy You Bring
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Receive a Dollar-for-Dollar
Tax Credit through your
ARIZONA TAX RETURN

RECEIVE UP TO:

OR

COUPLES (Filing Jointly) INDIVIDUALS

$800$800 $400$400

You put nutritious food on the tables of hungry neighbors when 
you support St. Mary’s Food Bank this holiday season. What you 
may not be aware of is the joy you bring to the people you help, 
especially this time of year.

With holiday celebrations and food seemingly everywhere, many 
families often feel left out of the festivities — like they’re on the 
outside looking in. That’s where your compassion and generosity 
come into play. 

I wish you could see the joy (sometimes accompanied by tears) 
on their faces when they walk out of St. Mary’s Food Bank with a 
box brimming with delicious foods — even turkeys — knowing 
they too will be able to celebrate around the table. Truly priceless!

You are the reason for that joy. It’s only because of caring friends 
like you that St. Mary’s Food Bank can get food to those in need 
across Arizona. So thank you, and if you are able, please continue 
your kind support with a generous gift today.

Every $1 you share provides 7 meals for children, families, and 
seniors. Just imagine all the good you will do . . . all the joy you 
will bring!

Best wishes this fall,

A Letter from Our President 
& Chief Executive Officer  
. . . Tom Kertis
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Compassionate friends like you helped 
St. Mary’s provide turkeys, hams and 

holiday food items to more than 12,000 
hungry families and seniors last holiday 
season. This year, we expect even more 
local families to turn to St. Mary’s Food 
Bank for help.

Fortunately, every $1 at St. Mary’s provides  
7 meals. That means your continued 
support today will go a long way to ensure 
no one in our community goes hungry 
this holiday season. 

Thank you for caring  
and sharing!

Caring & Sharing 
This Holiday Season
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For Eric, it seemed like any other day. Get up in the 
morning. Go to work. Come home to the family. 

However, when he returned home that evening,  
he discovered life would never be the same.

“We were together for seven years,” Eric said of his children’s 
mother. “Then all of a sudden, I come home and she is gone. 
I’ve had sole custody of my children ever since.”

The weeks and months that followed were extremely 
challenging for Eric, as he now faced raising and 
providing for his children — ages 7 and 8 — all on his 
own. Their well-being was first and foremost in his 
mind, but he didn’t know how he would possibly be  
able to meet all their needs.

“You have to do what’s best for your kids,” Eric said. For him, 
that meant turning to St. Mary’s Food Bank for assistance. 

“They take time to actually help people who have nowhere  
else to go — people who get denied everywhere else.”

Eric is especially thankful for the fresh fruit his kids 
receive — the blueberries and strawberries are their 
favorites — and he is forever grateful to friends like you 
who help keep the doors open at St. Mary’s Food Bank.

“Thank you for all your support and everything you have done 
for me and my family,” he said. “Every donation counts, no 
matter what size it is.”

Thankful for You

In his darkest hour, your support provided food and much-needed 
hope to Eric and his children.

“You have to do what’s best for your kids.”
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You Gave Trina 
a Fresh Start
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My name is Trina and I made some really bad choices 
in my life. I paid the price and went through a very 

rough period trying to find employment. My background 
is finance, but because of my mistakes I can no longer 
pursue work in that industry. I experienced rejection after 
rejection at job interviews, and I hoped beyond hope that 
someone would give me a chance at a fresh start. 

Thankfully my caseworker told me about Community 
Kitchen, St. Mary’s Food Bank’s 16-week culinary and  
life skills training program. I have been cooking since  
the age of 12, and I saw this as an opportunity to begin  
a new career path.

St. Mary’s Food Bank welcomed me with open arms. 
There was no judgement about my past. Instead, they 
were committed to helping me create a brighter future 
for me and my 13-year-old daughter. The school also 
helped me rebuild trust with my daughter because she 
sees that I am on the right path and moving forward.

Recently, I graduated from the Community Kitchen 
program, but I want to continue to take hospitality  
classes and management courses, as my ultimate goal 
is to be in management.
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YES, Tom! I want to feed hungry neighbors this holiday season.

m	 I prefer to give by credit card:  
m VISA  m MC  m AMEX  m DISCOVER

m	 Please make this a monthly gift and include me in 
the Monthly Giving Circle.

m Send me email updates: _______________________

St. Mary’s Food Bank
2831 N. 31st Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85009

Enclosed is my generous gift of:
m $35 to provide 245 meals
m	 $50 to provide 350 meals
m	 $150 to provide 1,050 meals
m	 $_______ to help as much as possible

Mail:  Return this completed form with your gift
Phone:  (602) 242-FOOD (3663)
Online:  StMarysFoodBank.org

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Does your employer have a matching gift program? 
You may be able to double your gift!

Through your generous support, you 
gave Trina a second chance when no 
one else would.

“What Community Kitchen has done for my spirit is incredible.”

Thanks to St. Mary’s Food Bank and your support,  
I feel like I am in a good place in life, and I have not  
had that feeling in a long, long time. I cannot adequately 
express what this program has done for me, not just 
professionally, but emotionally. What Community 
Kitchen has done for my spirit is incredible.


